T H E   D R E A M L A N D S
INTERVIEW with director Huan Vu
What exactly were the reasons to do a new film adaptation of a story by H.P. Lovecraft?
First of all, the genre; to realize a fantasy film certainly belongs to the dream of many filmmakers. In addition, Lovecraft’s Dream Cycle has never been adapted into a feature film. These early works by the American cult horror writer are often overlooked in expert circles or considered to be of minor importance, while they offer an abundance of exciting ideas, places and characters. My approach was not to film a single narrative, but to take the created world as the basis for a new story. I ensure, as I did for “Die Farbe”, that the spirit of the original stories is preserved. This balancing act between the expectations of fans and the writers' own literary ambitions to create an expressive film that can appeal to a larger audience is one of the most delightful tasks that you can imagine as a filmmaker.
The most important stories for me, I can reveal this much, are „Celephaïs”, „The White Ship”, „The Strange High House in the Mist" and of course  „The Dream-Quest of Unknown Kadath”.

Why is the film financed via crowd funding?
I believe that crowd funding is the best way to realize special film projects avoiding the mechanisms and decision-making processes of the film industry. Especially when the project is a film adaptation of such a well-known author, fans have the opportunity to purchase creative freedom and independence for the creators of such films, which can only be of benefit. I do not exclude the dialog with production companies, broadcasters and distributors, but I believe that it is possible to go into such co-production negotiations much better if the project hase been endowed with a decent basic budget by those who support our film.

Why do you use Crowdfunding and Crowd-Investment?
During the first try to raise money for this project only via IndieGoGo I discovered some aspects we haven’t thought about. Even though the campaign was very successful we couldn’t raise enough money. One reason was that the perks on IndieGogo weren’t interesting enough for investors who liked to invest greater amounts of money. 

With the new Crowd-Investment option it is possible to create a silent partnership with us and get money from our profits.




What does the schedule look like?
We released three teasers during the first campaign. For the Start of the new campaign we will release a full trailer. This, coupled with further actions, should raise enough attention in time for the launch of the crowd funding campaign on IndieGoGo on the 4 th of June 2014. At this moment you can actually get involved in “TheDreamlands” with a silent partnership on our website invest.the-dreamlands.com. The campaign will run for two month, and if we succeed, we will start immediately with the proper preproduction of the film.
At this time a completion date is not yet foreseeable. However, I aim to release the film by the end of 2016 / beginning of 2017.

Will there be known actors?
I will definitely try to appeal to some well-known actors and negotiate with the relevant agents. For some of the key roles I have certain actors in mind and I’m in contact with them.

What is the quantity of digital effects?
I plan to film in real and/or natural locations in Germany and other European countries as often as possible to give the scenes in the Dreamlands a foundation of credibility. Of course we will do digital visual effects on a large scale, but they are not as much at the centre of our attention as in many typical Hollywood productions.

Why is the movie filmed in English when the film is set in Germany?
We have long pondered which path to tread. English clearly speaks to an international audience. Germans are very used to dubbing in films - psychologically it could even give us an advantage, since they are accustomed to it in Hollywood films.

What does Neuer Deutscher Genrefilm stand for?
The open group Neuer Deutscher Genrefilm was founded in 2012 by me together with like-minded genre filmmakers from German-speaking countries to provide professional films from underrepresented genres such as fantasy, science fiction, thriller and horror a presentation platform, and to speak about the partly culturally-determined inhibition against so-called genre films of the local film policy and industry.
Especially the fantasy genre is one of the most successful film genres of recent times. Despite a wealth of successful German-language fantasy writers, fantasy films are indeed hard to find. Between “Die Unendliche Geschichte” (“The Neverending Story”) (1984) and “Krabat” (2008) there is a huge gap.

What are the key themes of the film?
The „Dreamlands“  is a Coming-of-Age story. It revolves around Roland, a traumatized orphan who has to come to terms with the dark secret that he is carrying. On top of this, once in the Dreamlands he becomes involved in the eternal struggle between order and chaos. He is forced to decide on which side he will stand and whether he wishes to expand and build upon the Dreamlands or destroy them. This decision will also determine whether he will overcome the pain and guilt that he has been carrying around. Finally it will show whether he can still become the King's successor.
